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14 April 2015
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
FLIGHT DESIGN COMPLETED FIRST FLIGHT OF NEW C4

Four Seat General Aviation Entry Successfully Takes to the Air 

Kamenz, GERMANY / 14 April 2015 — Last fall, Flight Design GmbH, manufacturer of the popular CT-series of Light-Sport Aircraft, promised to fly its new, certified four seater called C4 by the opening of the Aero Friedrichshafen show. On Friday, April 9th, the development team achieved their goal. The weekend was spent reviewing initial results (see below) and preparing to set up at the event that start April 15th.


“The C4 really performed as expected,” reported Tom Peghiny, President of Flight Design USA, importer of the German company’s products and test flight director for the C4 development. Peghiny flew alongside the C4 non-conforming prototype. “It appeared and test pilot Damian Hischier confirmed that the C4 is stable about all axes.”


Hischier also reported, “The spiral stability of C4 is good and its directional stability is good.” While noting that engine operating temperatures were acceptable he acknowledged that further work may be necessary for operations in the hottest climates. “But don’t change a thing aerodynamically,” Hischier enthused! Engine temperatures will be remedied primarily with cowl changes focused on cooling, yet Flight Design is pleased with the Continental IO-360-AF engine that performed very well.


“Flight Design engineers can work on reducing some friction in the controls,” Hischier noted, “but leave the rest alone.” Most prototype airplanes go through refinements after the initial flight verifications even while most of the group working to achieve the first flight were pleased that the new airplane performed so well.

 
“We observed the C4 accelerate away from the C-172 chase plane during simulated approaches to landing and in simulated go-arounds,” commented Peghiny, observing from the Cessna.


“I could also see that during the 30 degree bank turns the test pilot needed no control correction and he reported that pitch forces were light,” added Peghiny. “The plane appeared to be on rails, it looked very stable. Damian said he was comfortable getting close to us for the photos and videos shot during the maiden flight.” On board avionics are supplied by Garmin with the G3X Touch augmented with TSO analog instruments. Garmin has become a vital partner to Flight Design as C4 moves forward.

 
“Very few first flights proceed through the entire test card,” explained flight director Peghiny. “Yet we completed all of the points permitted under the EASA-established Flight Conditions as specified in our initial Permit to Fly authorization.”    


“We are all exceedingly pleased to have reached this benchmark as forecast a few months back,” said Christian Wenger, a Flight Design corporate board member and procurement manager for the German manufacturer. “This is going to make for a very enjoyable show for us.” Wenger spoke to early arriving media reporters as he lead the team positioning the test article C4 at the front of the company’s display in Hall B-1 of the Aero Friedrichshafen show.  


“Our whole team put in long hours and formed a cohesive team as they rallied behind the C4 first flight effort,” said Matthias Betsch, CEO of Flight Design. “All team members are very pleased with the results of the development effort.” Flight Design has been at work on the C4 project since 2011.


“In coming days and weeks, we will add more details about this project,” added Betsch. “For now, part of our team is working to prepare the C4 for display at Aero while engineers like Technical Director Oliver Reinhardt remain at headquarters preparing the next steps in the development project.


“We will release more data and will provide more detail on the C4 development schedule after we get through Aero and Sun ‘n Fun,” Peghiny said. The two important airshows, one in Europe and one in the USA, run nearly back to back starting Wednesday April 15th, 2015. “Meanwhile, we are very pleased to show the actual plane at Aero.” The prototype will immediately continue development flight evaluations and will not be seen in the USA until later this year.


Preliminary flight data follows…
	Flight Design C4 First Flight Preliminary Data & Impressions

	Flight Duration
	55 minutes on April 9, 2015

	Flight Configuration
	10 degrees flaps

	Initial Speed Limitation
	105 knots

	Maneuvers Performed
	Maximum 30 degrees bank

	
	Approach to stall, power off

	
	Approach to landing with go-arounds

	
	Approach with landing

	Preliminary Flight Qualities
	Good directional and spiral stability

	
	Acceptable trim and control feel

	
	Good overall control harmony and handling characteristics

	
	Easy to takeoff and land

	
	Low noise footprint

	
	Engine temperatures in acceptable range throughout

	General Performance
	Very good performance compared to Cessna 172 chase plane even with 10 degrees of flaps deployed



FACTS ABOUT FLIGHT DESIGN


Flight Design is a 27-year-old manufacturer based in Germany. The company remains the worldwide Light-Sport Aircraft market leader thanks to its popular CT series of aircraft. Nearly 2,000 of these aircraft are flying in 39 countries. One of the first aircraft certified under ASTM International standards in 2005, the CT (“composite technology”) boasts the largest fleet of LSA in America after ten years. Flight Design sold the first LSA to India and was the first LSA to earn Chinese Type Design Approval. Three times a CT has been flown around the world. In 2011, the German company unveiled its C4 four seat aircraft based on the CT technology.

•  •  •  •  •

INTERNATIONAL CONTACT:  Flight Design GmbH Administration & Sales -Seestr. 30 -D-73230 Kirchheim u. Teck/Nabern Germany Tel.: +49(0)7021 80460-0 Fax: +49(0)7021 80460-69 email at info@flightdesign.com 

FLIGHT DESIGN USA CONTACT:  Flight Design USA in Connecticut can be reached at 860-963-7272 (email: fstar@rcn.com).

PHOTOS —[image: image1] Many high resolution photos of Flight Design aircraft plus other images can be downloaded at: http://FlightDesignUSA.com/media/
HIGH RESOLUTION IMAGES FOR THIS NEWS RELEASE can be found at the following link:

http://promo.bydanjohnson.com/1_NEWS_RELEASE_PHOTOS_for_Media/Flight_Design_News_Photos/C4_First_Flight-0415/
Be sure to capture entire link, which probably appears on more than one line …
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